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as a waqf property and wagqf rules apply.
The property may not be sold (except to
replace), be gifted, or inherited. The
property remains intact and may not be
spent. The rental income that is produced
by the complex may be used for any
shari'ah compliant purpose.

Funding of schools and hospitals

After the Islamic waqf law and
madrassah  foundations were firmly
established by the 10th century, the
number of  Bimaristan  hospitals
multiplied throughout Islamic lands. In
the 11th century, every Islamic city had
at least several hospitals. The wagqf trust
institutions funded the hospitals for
various expenses, including the wages of
doctors, ophthalmologists, surgeons,
chemists, pharmacists, domestics and all
other staff, the purchase of foods and
medicines; hospital equipment such as
beds, mattresses, bowls and perfumes;
and repairs to buildings. The wagqf trusts
also funded medical schools, and their
revenues covered various expenses such
as their maintenance and the payment of
teachers and students.

Comparisons with trust law

The waqf in Islamic law, which
developed in the medieval Islamic world
from the 7th to 9th centuries, bears a
notable resemblance to the English trust
law. Every waqf was required to have a
waqif (founder), mutawillis (trustee),
gadi (judge) and beneficiaries. Under
both a waqf and a trust, "property is
reserved, and its usufruct appropriated,

for the benefit of specific individuals, or
for a general charitable purpose; the
corpus becomes inalienable; estates for
life in favor of successive beneficiaries
can be created" and "without regard to
the law of inheritance or the rights of the
heirs; and continuity is secured by the
successive appointment of trustees or
mutawillis."

The only significant distinction
between the Islamic waqf and English
trust is "the express or implied reversion
of the waqf to charitable purposes when
its specific object has ceased to exist",
though this difference only applied to the
waqf ahli (Islamic family trust) rather
than the waqf khairi (devoted to a
charitable purpose from its inception).
Another difference was the English
vesting of "legal estate" over the trust
property in the trustee, though the
"trustee was still bound to administer that
property for the benefit of the
beneficiaries." In this sense, the "role of
the English trustee therefore does not
differ significantly from that of the
mutawalli".

The trust law developed in England at
the time of the Crusades, during the 12th
and 13th centuries. The trust is believed
by some to have been introduced by
Crusaders who were influenced by the
wagqf institutions they came across in the
Arab World.



Waqf

Definition of Waqf

Waqf: (Pl: Awqaf/waqfs) Literally
waqf means to stop, contain, or to
preserve. In shari'ah, a Waqf is a
voluntary, permanent, irrevocable
dedication of a portion of ones wealth —
in cash or kind — to Allah. Once a waqf, it
never gets gifted, inherited, or sold. It
belongs to Allah and the corpus of the
waqf always remains intact. The fruits of
the waqf may be utilised for any shari'ah
compliant purpose.

Explanation

There is no direct injunction of the
Quran regarding Waqf, but there is a
hadith which says that one of the sahabah
(followers) who got land in khyber, came
to the prophet Muhammad Swl and asked
him to advice him about it. The Prophet
said, if you like, make the property
inalienable, and give the profit from it to
charity." Waqf means the permanent
dedication by a Muslim of any property
for any purpose recognized by the
Muslim law as religious, pious or
charitable.

A Waqf is your Capital Gift or
Benevolent Loan to Allah in the form of
a charitable endowment. 100% of your
donation is invested in an income
producing capital asset, remains intact,
and is never spent for any expense. Only
the income generated ie rental or profits
from the capital investment is utilised for
funding sustainable community and

social  development  projects  or
programmes. As a donor (wagqif/a) you
may designate the project or programme,
or you may leave it to the discretion of
your Mutawallees to spend on a need or
priority basis. Beneficiaries may be
Muslim as well as the poor in the broader
community. Of course, waqfs may take
the form of masjids, schools, clinics, and
other socio-religious assets. Awqaf SA
focuses on investments in income
producing economic assets. A Waqf may
be made by any sane adult male or
female and with any amount - not only by
the rich and famous, but one and all —
irrespective  of social or economic
background — according to means.

Forms of Waqf

Economic Assets: These are generally
fixed assets, income producing, include
rentable shops, houses, farms, shares in
companies or businesses; function
facilities e.g. halls; etc

Social Assets: These are also generally
fixed or capital assets and include
schools; masjids; madressahs; hospitals
& clinics; boreholes, water & sanitation
facilities; libraries; cemetaries;
community centres; hostels etc.

Examples:

Land & Buildings: Cash is provided
by one or more persons as waqf to
purchase land and buildings, e.g. a small
shopping complex. Once the complex is
purchased, the property may be classified
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